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Dear Friend,

We've had an eventful sum-
merl At all our locations and
projects in Albania, we of-
fered summer programs for
children, specifically tailored
to the participants’ needs.

After all, summer vacation
in Albania lasts almost three
months! That feels like an eter-
nity for children. Especially
those who come from difficult
backgrounds or need special
support are at risk of losing
the good rules, habits, and
skills  they've learned—and

forgetting what they've alrea-
dy mastered.

For young people with spe-
cial needs, the summer camp
is therefore especially im-
porfant. For them and their
families, it's the highlight of the
year. We'll explain why.

At Amaro Tan, preparations
are already underway for
the new school year, which
brings its own unique chal-
lenges. We hope you enjoy
reading this.

Your

Nehemia Gateway Team

August 2026

Not a Sprint, But a Marathon

Summer Camps for Young People with Disabilities and Special Needs

Therapy for children with disabilities takes time—a long time. This is also evident at the two-
week day camp, as Nikoleta, head of social and medical services at NG Albania, reports:
“In the beginning, when we started the camps years ago, we had to teach the children how to
interact with one another at the basic level. Back then, they would lash out at each other, fight,
scream, or run away.” Today, that's hardly an issue anymore; respect and mutual support prevail.
Considering that the participants have physical or intellectual disabilities, autism spectrum di-
sorders, or Down syndrome, that's quite an achievement. The summer camps are an important
component of the support provided for the therapy group.

,Now we're in a new phase. The big challenge is to prepare them for adult life—for the harsh
reality of a time when their parents will no longer be there for them.” says Nikoleta.

In Albania, very little is expected of people with disabilities; theyre cared for as best as possib-
le, but kept out of social life. That has to change for our group. Here, they receive help with the
things they can’t do on their own. But in return, they also learn to be there for others.

,If's wonderful to see a child with autism help an adult woman with physical challenges—taking

her by the hand and guiding her to her seat. In this way, they come to understand that they, too,
can contribute and be part of the community.”



Each of the 14 participants (12 teenagers from the therapy group
and 2 women from the social projects) is assigned tasks af camp:
they decorate and set the table, serve meals, clean up, and help
one another. They really come alive while doing this.

Of course, there's plenty of time for fun and games, too. Abso-
lute favorites are the wild water fights and a day at the beach,
but also the field trips, the many group games, and the awards
ceremony at the end. In every game and every competition, a
different person was named “best.” This year, we even discove-
red a real talent at table tennis! Everyone went home proudly
with a gold medal.

Hardworking Volunteers

The program is very intense for Nikoleta and Anila from the so-
cial services team. This time, they seriously wondered how they
were going to manage it all on their own. Help came from a
completely unexpected source—a student at Nehemia School.
Dioneo, Anila’s son, asked of his own accord if he could help
out. Nikoleta is thrilled: “Dioneo was perfect! Full of energy. He
instinctively knew how to handle the group, how to approach
each person, and when to say 'stop.” We didn't even have to
explain much to him. When we've had volunteers in the past,
they usually couldn't keep up with the pace for long. Not so with
Dioneo—he stuck with it until the end, joined in, and took care of
each person. He must have been born with that talent.”

The fantastic support from all the other staff on campus was also
exceplional—whether cooks, custodians, or drivers—everyone
freated the participants with respect and did their best to make
the camp a success. The parficipants felt that too; it clearly did
them a world of good.

A Rocky Start to School

It's that time of year again—a new school year is about to
begin. Preparations are in full swing. In addition to the usual
tasks, Amaro Tan faces a very special challenge: enrolling the
first-graders.

Each child must be registered online for first grade by their pa-
rents. Albania is way ahead in this regard; almost everything
that still requires a frip to the government office here is handled
online in Albania. But that also has ifs pitfalls: You need infernet
access, a cell phone, and a password to log in. Anyone who

doesn't have these (or loses them) has a problem.

Especially in the families of our Amaro Tan kids, things aren't
particularly organized. Many forget their passwords, can't af-
ford data plans, swap cell phones, or have trouble navigating
logins and online forms.
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And What About The Parents?

The families are very grateful for these summer camps: “Why
don't you run the camp for 1-2 months2 Then we could finally
relax for once and take care of ourselves and the rest of the
family.” Many parents told us: "After a day at camp, my child
comes home, falls into bed, and falls asleep immediately. No
more games on the phone, no restlessness, no aggression. In
the evenings, we can go out together; the child is balanced and
calm. It's completely different from usual.”

For now, it'll probably stay at two weeks a year—but those two

weeks make a huge difference in these families’ lives. It's worth
the effort!

August 1 was the registration deadline—and almost everyone
missed itl For Principal Marin and his staff, this means a lot
of extra work and headaches. But in the end, they always
manage fo make it work somehow. In any case, we're looking
forward to our new first-graders!
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